
 

 

 
  Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Music Prelude    

Bell Tolling - Welcome to Worship (* = all who are able, please stand)  

Lighting of the Advent Candle ~ Hope    Bernaix Family 
One: As we gather around to light the second Advent candle, let us first bless and 
embody this now together with sounds of fire: fingers snapping, hands clapping, palms 
rubbing Prayer of Transformation and Grace against each other, tongues clicking. Let 
us be in the here and now together! Join me! (Light the first two candles)                            
Spirit in this place, we feel you, we hear you, we see you, we trust you!  
All: Spirit inspire us, enlighten us, embolden us with the light of freedom and the stars 
of peace that we are made of.  
One: Bless this ceremony of naming our longing.  
All: Of our everlasting desire for peace, for justice, for you, Emmanuel. Amen. 
 Song  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Red Hymnal, #88, Vs. 1-3 
 
*Call to Worship 
  Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 Prepare the way of the Lord! 
  Rejoice and clear the path, for God is coming! 
 Prepare the way of the Lord! 
 

*Hymn of Gathering      “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 Prayer cards are collected during the Hymn. 
  
*Gathering Prayer (unison) 
  Holy One, expand our hopes and our imaginations so that new dreams of peace 
and unity might arise.  May the hearing of your word, the singing of sacred songs, 
and the blessing of this community awaken us anew to your presence.  With hope, 
peace, joy, and love we pray.  Amen. 
 

*Sharing the Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you! 
          And also with you! 
 

Scripture Reading  Matthew 3: 1-12   
 

  “The Lord is coming, always 
coming. When you have ears to 
hear and eyes to see, you will 
recognize him at any moment of  
your life. Life is Advent; life is 
recognizing the coming of  the 
Lord.”  -Henri Nouwen 



 

 

Children’s Moment ~ Noisy Offering 
 
Song of Reflection “In the Bleak Midwinter”   
 
Sermon     “Peace”   Rev. Tracey Harris 
 
*Song of Response “King of Kings” 
 
Offertory 
 We give thanks for the bustling brightness of the day and for the delicious darkness of 
the night.  These gifts show us the value of gifts both great and small.  Let us share the 
gifts we have with thanksgiving and delight. 
 Offering Song “Advent Hymn”      
    *Doxology   

Praise the Lord, the coming King!  All you saints God’s glory sing!  Praise God all you heav’nly 
hosts: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  Gloria! In excelsis Deo! Gloria! In excelsis Deo! 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)     
Holy God, as we offer our gifts today, we do so with hearts that long for your 
renewal. Just as John the Baptist called us to prepare the way of the Lord, we 
repent of the ways where we have failed to live faithfully. May these offerings be an 
outward sign of our desire to turn our hearts toward you, to bear good fruit, and to 
serve you with integrity. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
Communion   

    Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
    The Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 
    The Words of Institution and Blessing of the Elements 
    Call to the Table 

      Passing of the Elements  Please know that the inner circle of  cups is grape juice 

 Sharing of the Elements 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

     Communion Song    “I Will Wait for You”      
 
Community Prayer 

 
Faith in Action   
    

*Song of Sending  “Again and Again”    
 

Commission & Blessing     

 Praise God and rejoice! 
 Prepare the way of the Lord. 



 

 

 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
*Benediction 
 
Music Postlude 
 

 
FRIEDENS UCC STAFF 
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618-830-3919 
ACCOMPANIST   Lilyann Rice ~ lilyannrice@gmail.com  
CHURCH OFFICE ADMIN.  Sharon Brune ~ churchoffice@friedens-ucc.org / 636.946.2884 
FRIEDENS LIVESTREAMING VOLUNTEERS 
BROADCASTERS       Dylan Brune   
CAMERA        Debbie Ayres, Sharon Brune, Marie Haupt, Connie Pickering, Sara Vollmar 
SOUND        Galen Brune, Jeff Hitchcock & Jackson Vollmar 
POWER POINT            Marie Haupt, Sandra Leezy, Debi Gravemann 
PRAISESOUND Jim Anderson, Ron Gravemann, Karen Hitchcock, Sue Lienemann, Abby       

Wissmann 
       
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Pie Filling        Oatmeal 
Canned Yams        Canned Tuna 
Misc. Beans (refried, Pinto, Black, kidney etc.)  Tuna Helper 
Misc. Meats (Can Stew, Sloppy Joe mix, Spam etc.) Canned Milk 
Misc. Crackers (Town House, Ritz etc.)   Canned Tomatoes 

   LITURGIST. . . Julie Schippers     

   ACOLYTE . . .  Annie Bernaix 

   USHERS. . . Consistory, Leon Kolkmeier 

   USHER/CONSISTORY. . . Betty Schippers and Karla Sheffer    

   DONUT HOUR . . . Consistory 

   NEXT SUNDAY SOCIAL HOUR. . .  Debbie Ayres  

   COUNTERS . . . Debbie Ayres and Anna McCurry  

 

 

PLACE DONATIONS IN THE WELL OF HOPE OR IN 
BLACK CONTAINER OUTSIDE OF THE VESTIBULE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tuesday evening at 7 pm and Wednesday morning at 9 am.  
Bible Study is held in the Conference room.  Please bring your bibles.  

 

 
Sunday, December 14 ~ Christmas Pageant during Worship. ALL 
speaking and non-speaking parts will need to attend the Dress 
Rehearsal on December 13 @ 1:15pm. 
 
 
Sunday, December 14 ~ Blue Christmas Service @ 4:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Service 
December 24 @ 7:00 pm 
A Service of  Lessons and Carols 

  

 

 

Advent book study Sunday mornings after Worship Sunday School 
is held in the Conference Room.   “A Child is Born”.   



 

 

 

 

Prayer of Transformation and Grace  

O God of Knowing, there are times when peace surpasses our 
understanding because we cannot dare to hope for it, because it feels too 

costly or our hearts are too hardened by the harshness of the world. 
What actions may unfold from this place? This humble ground of 

struggle? Sometimes they are acts strengthened by faith, while others are 
things we do out of a place of burnout, despair, isolation, or selfishness 
that shows it is justified by its receipts. Forgive us and transform us, O 

God, perhaps by the kindness of a stranger, by a ballot measure that did 
pass, or an international protest to violence. As Jan Richardson foretells, 
may your grace arrive in a shape we did not foresee and may we be open 

to it changing us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


